62                           GIRNAR.

in search of it; succeeding in finding the
place, he reported it to be a small excava-
tion, leading from an enclosed gallery, and
containing a very old image of Parswanath.
The peculiar sanctity of the holy person,
consisting, in the asserted fact of his
" being always in a perspiration;" we
could not hear any other reason for the
reverence shown to this particular image,
or for the evident dread of the Bhats, lest
it should be polluted by our presence.

Without the large temple of the Neem-
nath, are the beautiful columns of an
unroofed sacred building; and the eye tra-
velling between them, rests upon one of the
most remarkable features of this magnifi-
cent scene. From a perpendicular scarp
which rises from the plain to the very summit
of Girnar, juts a single block of granite,
slightly inclining towards the precipice.
As the Bhiru Jliup* or "leap of death,"
this is the chosen spot, from which zealous
devotees cast themselves, in the assured
* Bhiru, the son of time.